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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">of a public house. Charles thereupon brought up his<BR>battering gear and put Coventry under siege. The<BR>citizens, with no trained soldiers, hardly any material<BR>or munitions, conducted a heroic defence of their<BR>unfortified town. They barricaded the streets, and<BR>with such arms as they could raise they even made<BR>sorties through the broken gates of the city, on one<BR>occasion capturing some of the King's guns, which<BR>they turned in triumph on the besiegers. This sort of<BR>thing could not last, however, and Coventry must<BR>have fallen had it not been for the arrival of news that<BR>a relief party was approaching the town. Lord Brooke<BR>and Lord Saye with Holies and Hampden were<BR>reported to be with their regiments on the North- <BR>ampton road, and the King, unwilling to face an open<BR>action, raised the siege and made his way to Leicester.<BR>This was in August, 1642. On the sgth, Hampden<BR>was engaged in an action with Northampton when<BR>that nobleman was taken prisoner.</FONT><BR>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">Robert Greville, second Baron Brooke, stood high<BR>among the young Puritan leaders. Fifteen years<BR>younger than Hampden, he had been born within a<BR>few months of Lucius Gary, and had been adopted by<BR>his cousin the great Sir Fulke Greville, who had been<BR>a pall bearer at Philip Sidney's funeral. In this con- <BR>nection he inherited Warwick Castle, and shortly<BR>before the siege of Coventry a Royalist force had<BR>demanded the surrender of that fortress to the King.<BR>He was also to deliver up the magazine of the county<BR>and foreswear his allegiance to Parliament. The<BR>Royalist commanders, Northampton among them,<BR>informed him that failure to comply with his demands<BR>would result in exemplary punishment, but that the</FONT><BR>\
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